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• What does EARPG do 
• The role of the National Aviation Authorities 
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Why EARPG was formed 

In the past...... 
 

• Prior to EASA, the Joint Aviation Authorities 
(JAA) coordinated European regulatory 
research 
– JAA Research Committee (no research budget) 
– Operated through Project Advisory Groups to give 

a European perspective on nationally funded 
activities 
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Formation of EASA 

• A need was established to coordinate national 
regulatory research with that of EASA 

• An opportunity existed to influence wider 
European research planning e.g. Framework 
Programmes 

• Wider need for a research focus for co-
operative activities with organisations outside 
of Europe e.g. FAA 

• EARPG was therefore created 
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What does EARPG do? 

• Identifies, promotes and co-ordinates 
research activities 

• Prepares proposals and suggests research 
priorities 

• Disseminates research results 
• Results should influence safety or 

environment improvements 
• Lead to changes in requirements, compliance 

and guidance material 
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Collaborative Groups 

• Advisory Council for Aeronautics Research in 
Europe (ACARE) 

• European Strategic Safety Initiative (ESSI) 
– ECAST, EHEST, EGAST 

• European Research Establishments in 
Aeronautics (EREA) 

• FAA/Transport Canada research groups 
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EARPG Organisation 

• Reports to EASA, Head Safety of Analysis and 
Research 

• Complies with European Procurement rules 
• Interfaces with Industry and research 

institutions 
• 3 / 4 meetings per year usually at EASA but an 

annual meeting at the European Commission 
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EARPG Eligibility 

• Open to EASA Member States, European 
Commission and EUROCONTROL 

• No need to have a research budget 
• Members nominated by national organisation 
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The role of EASA with the National 
Aviation Authorities 

• ‘The European Aviation Safety Agency is the 
centrepiece of the European Union's strategy 
for aviation safety’.  

• EASA’s mission is to promote the highest 
common standards of safety and 
environmental protection in civil aviation. 

• National Aviation Authorities will continue 
national safety activities using EASA rules and 
guidance material 
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The role of National Aviation 
Authorities 

Example: 
The  UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA):  
• Ensures that UK civil aviation standards are set and achieved   
• Regulates airlines, airports and National Air Traffic Services 

economic activities and encourages a diverse and competitive 
industry  

• Manages the UK’s principal travel protection scheme, the Air Travel 
Organisers' Licensing (ATOL) scheme, licenses UK airlines and 
manages consumer issues   

• Brings civil and military interests together to ensure that the 
airspace needs of all users are met as equitably as possible  

• The CAA advises the Government on aviation issues, represents 
consumer interests, conducts economic and scientific research, 
produces statistical data and provides specialist services 
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National Aviation Authorities 

• National Aviation Authorities conduct research 
– e.g. UK Civil Aviation Authority 
  

 
 
 
 
 

– http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/978/CAA_Safety_Plan_20
11.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 

European Aviation Research Partnership Group ASDA June 2012 

http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/978/CAA_Safety_Plan_2011.pdf
http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/978/CAA_Safety_Plan_2011.pdf
http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/978/CAA_Safety_Plan_2011.pdf




UK CAA Research 

• Extensive off-shore helicopter research 
• Participation in Framework 7 programmes e.g. 

‘AircraftFire’ 
• Active involvement in volcanic ash issues 
• Co-operative research with FAA and Transport 

Canada 
– Freighter fires 
– Ditching 
– Contaminated thermal acoustic insulation fire issues 
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EARPG Future Activities 

• Thematic Programme 
– Develop prioritised themes 
– Key part of European safety process 
– Will guide European research 

• Memorandum of Co-operation between 
European Commission and FAA 
– Establish specialist Technical Groups 
– Commence collaborative projects 
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EARPG Future Activities 
• Develop contacts with Industry 
• Establish intra-Europe funding transfer mechanisms 

 
 
Outcome better co-ordinated European research 

leading to improved safety and environmental 
benefits for European citizens 
 

 
More information: 
http://easa.europa.eu/safety-and-research/european-aviation-

research-partnership-group-EARPG.php  
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Questions? 
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